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Brussels, 6 July 2022
Dear Commission President von der Leyen,

With this letter, we intend to draw your attention once again to the appalling fundamental
rights situation at Greece’s external borders, and to the worrying inaction of your European
Commission.

According to the article published in The Guardian on 28 June, Greek authorities detain
refugees and force them to use violence against other people seeking protection. The
described practice is to hold refugees in police stations along the Evros and force them to
forcefully push others back at night. Interviewees explain their experience of slave-like
treatment by Greek authorities and this system of forced labour is confirmed by both
residents and police as well. It has also been well-documented that Greek border police is
involved in human smuggling and trafficking in human beings.

This is yet another scandal on a long list of violations of EU law and international human
rights law at the external borders of Greece for the government to deny rather than insisting
on independent investigations and accountable follow up. Representatives of the Greek
government tend to accuse journalists of spreading lies and Turkish propaganda. The attack
on free journalism in the country has become so extensive that Greece was ranked on the
108th place out of 180 countries on the Reporters Without Borders' press freedomranking,
followed only by two other European countries, Russia and Belarus. i

Despite numerous reports and assessments by various renowned organisation and
institutions detailing systematic rights violations by Greece, there has been a surprising lack
of consequences from Brussels. Some reports originate from smaller organisations thatface
unjustified and diffuse accusations and there are also reports from the United Nations, i the
Human Rights Commissioner of the Council of Europe," the Anti-Torture Committee of the
Council of Europe,” the United Nations Refugee Agency,"'! the International Organisation for
Migration,V Human Rights Watch,'ii Amnesty International* and others.

All this evidence shows that we are not faced with a matter of sporadic events or individual
cases but with a highly visible, widely known practice on the ground, clearly contrary to the
EU’s values and law. Despite Frontex or aid organisations and representatives of the press
being denied access and to observe certain regions of the border area, thereby hampering
their work, the evidence of systematic abuse of rights is clear and substantiated. In view of
this disastrous situation, the European Commission's communicationis astonishing.

We were shocked to read an interview in "de Volkskrant"x in which the Vice-President of the
Commission, Margaritis Schinas, suggests that numerous pieces of evidence of pushback
by the press or NGOs are invented or products of Turkish propaganda. In a climate where
press freedom is restricted and aid organisations live in constant fear of being criminalised or
punished for providing humanitarian assistance, such statements encourage the further
discrediting of journalistic work and the work of human rights monitoring on the ground while
putting a veil of impunity over serious deficiencies of the rule of lawin Greece.



Therefore, we ask:

1. Is it the opinion of your European Commission that the numerous reports of systematic
crimes at the external borders of Greece are fabricated or manipulated?

2. Is it the position of the Commission that media outlets like the New York Times,* The
Guardian,xi Tagesschau,xii Spiegel ¥V Lighthouse Reports ¥ Le Monde*viand others are
spreading lies or Turkish propaganda, as claimed by representatives of the Greek

government on several occasions?*vi

3. What is the European Commission doing to counter the smear campaigns directed
against the freedom of the press and against the work of aid organisations?

4. Why have infringement procedures notbeen initiated against Greece yet, despite the
knowledge that EU law has been systematically violated for years?

5. Will you call on the Greek government to finally initiate criminal proceedings against the
perpetrators of pushbacks and mistreatment of people arriving to its borders?

President von der Leyen, we very much look forward to your answers to our questions as
well as your clear positioning regarding the mistreatment of asylum seekers and refugees at
the European Union’s external borders, followed by action of your European Commission to

end this dangerous impunity.
Yours sincerely,

MEP Erik Marquardt, Greens/EFA
MEP Rasmus Andresen, Greens/EFA
MEP Maria Arena, S&D

MEP Manon Aubry, The Left

MEP Magrete Auken, Greens/EFA
MEP Benoit Biteau, Greens/EFA
MEP Michael Bloss, Greens/EFA
MEP Damian Boeselager, Greens/EFA
MEP Saskia Brickmont, Greens/EFA
MEP Damien Caréme, Greens/EFA
MEP Anna Cavazzini, Greens/EFA
MEP Clare Daly, The Left

MEP Cornelia Ernst, The Left

MEP Eleonora Evi, Greens/EFA
MEP Daniel Freund, Greens/EFA
MEP Malte Gallée, Greens/EFA
MEP Alexandra Geese, Greens/EFA
MEP Raphaél Glucksmann, S&D
MEP José Gusmao, The Left

MEP Irena Joveva, RE

MEP Dietmar Koster, S&D

MEP Katrin Langensiepen, Greens/EFA
MEP Marisa Matias, The Left

MEP Karen Melchior, RE

MEP Hannah Neumann, Greens/EFA
MEP Niklas Nienal3, Greens/EFA
MEP Grace O’Sullivan, Greens/EFA
MEP Janina Ochojska, EPP

MEP Jan-Christoph Oejten, RE

MEP Jutta Paulus, Greens/EFA

MEP Sira Rego, The Left

MEP Terry Reintke, Greens/EFA
MEP Maria Eugenia RODRIGUEZ PALOP,
The Left

MEP Diana Riba | Giner, Greens/EFA
MEP Helmut Scholz, The Left

MEP Tineke Strik, Greens/EFA

MEP Marie Toussaint, Greens/EFA
MEP Miguel Urban Crespo, The Left
MEP Ernest Urtasun, Greens/EFA
MEP Monika Vana, Greens/EFA

MEP Idoia Villanueva Ruiz, The Left
MEP Mick Wallace, The Left



" Greek police use refugees against refugees, in The Guardian, 28.06.2022, online: https://www.theguardian.convglobak
development/2022/jun/28/greek-police-coerce-asylum-seekers-pushbacks-migrants-turkey

I Reporters Without Borders, Press Freedom Rankings 2022, online: https://www.reporter-ohne-
grenzen.de/fileadmin/Redaktion/Dow nloads/Ranglisten/Rangliste2022/RSF_Rangliste_der_Pressefreiheit_2022.pdf

UNHCR concerned by pushback reports, Council of Europe Human Rights Commissioner, 21.08.2020, online:
https://www.unhcr.org/gr/en/16207-unhcr-concerned-by-pushback-reports-calls-for-protection-of-refugees-and-asylum-
seekers.html

V Greek authorities should investigate allegations of pushback, 12.05.2021, online:
https://www.coe.int/eniw eb/commissioner/-/greek-authorities-should-investigate-allegations-of-pushbacks-and-ill-
treatment-of-migrants-ensure-an-enabling-environment-for-ngos-and-improve-recept

¥ Report by the European Committeefor the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punis hment,
19.11.2020, online: https://rm.coe.int/1680a06a86

¥ see under iii

il JOM Alarmed over Reports of Pushbacks from Greece, 11.06.2020, online: https://www.iom.int/new s/iom-alarmed-
over-reports-pushbacks-greece-eu-border-turkey

il "Greece's Use of Migrants as Police Auxiliaries in Pushback, Human Rights Watch, 7.04.2022, online:
https://www.hrw.org/report/2022/04/07/their-faces-were-covered/greeces-use-migrants-police-auxiliaries-pushbacks

X Greece, Violence, Lies and Pushbacks, Amnesty 23.06.2021, online:
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur25/4307/2021/en/

*"We zijn getuige van het einde van Poetins macht', De Volksrant, 27.05.2022, online: https://www.volkskrant.nl/nieuw s-
achtergrond/europees-commissaris-margaritis-schinas-we-ziin-getuige-van-het-einde-van-poetins-macht~b89f1 765/

X Taking Hard Line, Greece Turns Back Migrants by Abandoning Them at Sea, New Y ork Times, 26.08.2021, online:
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/14Avorld/europe/greece-migrants-abandoning-sea.html

I Revealed: Greek police coerce asylumseekers into pushing fellow migrants back to Turkey, The Guardian,
28.06.2022, online: https://www.theguardian.conm/global-development/2022/jun/28/greek-pdlice-coerce-asylum-seekers-
pushbacks-migrants-turkey

i "They made me aslave", tagesschau.de, 28.06.2022, online: https://www.tagesschau.de/investigativ/br-
recherche/pushbacks-helfer-migranten-101.html

*¥ Frontex involved in illegal pushbacks of hundreds of refugees, Spiegel, 27.04.2022, online:
https://www.spiegel.de/ausland/frontex-in-illegale-pushbacks-von-hunderten-fluechtlingen-involviert-a-086f0e5a-0172-
4007-b59c-7bced325cc75

¥ "We w ere slaves", Lighthouse, 28.06.2022, online: https://www lighthousereports.nl/investigationiv e-were-slaves/
* A la frontiere avec la Turquie, des migrants enrdlés de force par la police grecque pour refouler d'autres migrants, Le
Monde, 28.06.2022, online: https://www.lemonde.fr/intemational/article/2022/06/28/a-la-frontiere-avec-la-turquie-des-

migrants-enroles-de-force-par{a-police-grecque-pour-refouler-d-autres-migrants 6132286 _3210.html

i Statement by the Minister of Migration and Asylum, Mr. Notis Mitarachi, 21.02.2022, online:
https://migration.gov.gr/en/deltio-ty poy-dilosi-toy-ypoyrgoy-metanasteysis-kai-as yloy-k-noti-mitaraki/



